[Diabetes and amoebiasis: a high-risk combination].
Amoebiasis is the second most common parasitic disease in the world. It occurs mainly in developing countries. Many people in endemic countries are asymptomatic carriers. It results in severe disease that can be fatal in rare cases. The case described in this report illustrates the growing risk of exposure to amoebiasis for diabetic patients as travel to endemic countries becomes more and more frequent. In the patient described here amoebiasis led to amoeboma, a rare complication of the colonic presentation. Despite a clinical disease syndrome mimicking that of an occluding gut tumor, the patient was treated medically with drugs alone. Retrospective studies show that diabetics are at higher risk for severe complications after amoebic infection. Because of the high incidence and severity of concurrent diabetes and amoeba, prophylactic measures are necessary for diabetic patients traveling in developing countries.